CARL MARTIN ECHOTONE £249
EFEFCTS

Carl Martin EchoTone =

A fourth vintage-style delay from Danish effects specialists,
Carl Martin. What's the deal? by Dave Burrluck

egular readers will be well
R aware that Carl Martin

makes some of the best-
sounding effects you can buy; they
are always designed with the
gigging musician in mind. The
pedals are always seriously
roadwaorthy — the higher line units
have trailing mains leads, notwall
warts, and a bombproof metal
case, The new EchoTone isno
different, althoughit's the only
Carl Martin unit that comes in
this rather natty and retro cream
colour with red legends.

Designed by Thomas Guldman,

the colour scheme isn't the only
difference to the new EchoTone,
Compared to its nearest Carl
Martin sibling, the DeLayla XL,
it's similarly laid our, but the
EchoTone differs by offering the
user two different time-echoes.
While the Echo (wet/dry mix),
Feedback (number of repeats) and
Tone rotary controls affect both
echo modes, the Time control is
dedicated to the manually set
delay time (20-1, 200msec) of the
Echo footswitch. The second
delay time is set via the Tempo
maode, and can only be tapped in
by vour foot. So, vou could setup
aslap-back echo manually then
switch to a timed delay, tapped in
via your foot, once vour drummer
getsup tospeed.

But the EchoTone has some
other tricks up its sleeve. Firstly,
there's aloop thatallows you to
add some modulation to the delay
repeats - chorus, flange, phase or
overdrive for example, whatever
takes vour fancy. The loop is only
active when the delay is engaged.
Secondly, there's a small mini-
toggle on the back of the unit
which allows the delay trails to
decay naturally when you switch
ot the unitor stop dead. There's
no legend on this switch so you'll
have to experiment to hear the
result. We could tell you but, hey,
we don't want to ruin the fun!

Sounds

And fun you'll have. We call it the
smile factor. You set up the pedal,
kick in the delay and suddenly you
find vourself grinning like a
Cheshire cat. There's a dark purity
to the pedal's overall tone and
although the Tone control can
darken (soften) or lighten (add
click to) the trails, it's just such
abeautifully organic, timeless (if
you'll pardon the pun} sound, that
you can't help but smile.

The shorter slap-back delays
sound very old school and are easy
to set up; very Memphis and old
rock 'n’ roll. Conversely, the longer
delays give more modernly gained
solo tones a wonderfully rich halo,

Kick in the delay and suddenly you find
yourself grinning like a Cheshire cat.
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The Rivals

It's hard to miss out Line 6 with
its DL& {£229) and Echo Park
(£112) pedals. The complexity
varies but the overall quality is
spot on. T.Rex's Replica
(£275)isalmost a madern
classic; an old-style lush delay
that also has a sub-clivision
button, MXR s Carbon Copy
(£199) analogue delay is based
onthe old MXR delay and is
simple, but sounds great.

Things can get much more left-
field by increasing the Feedback
and by kneeling down and
twealking the Time control. The
pitch alters and self oscillates
taking vou far from the
mainstream. Just add Bigsby and
awail of sustaining feedback...

Our only gripe is that the tap
tempo comes back, as expected,
asamirrorof the beats vou kick
in. There's noadditional mode
switch to input dotted timings for
Edge-like rhythms, unless vou're
very nimble with your foot.

Verdict

A great product is one that takes
you somewhere new and engages
and encourages your creativity.
If you just need a little birof delay
for a couple of solos you don't
need the EchoTone, but if vou're
adelay junkie, we suggest you
score one immediately. @

Thebottom line

We like: Organic sound, dual
delay settings, FXloop

Wae dislike: Mo interval setting
mode on tap tempo

Guitarist says: This 15 a great-
spunding and versatile vintage-
style delay pedal. But witha
keen eyve directed to the stage.

CarlMartin =
EchoTone

PRICE: £245

ORIGIN: Denmark

TYPE: Vintage-style echo pedal with
maodern features

FEATURES: Dual delay times can be
preset via Echo (manually) or Tempo {tap
tempo) modes

CONTROLS: Echo, feedback, tone, time
ratary contrals, echo, select and tempao
foatswitches. Trail switch
CONNECTIONS: In, out. send/returm FX
loop sockets

MIDI: Mo

POWER: Built-in mains power
OPTIONS: Mone

RANGE OPTIONS: Other Carl Martin
delay pedals include the DelLayla (£205).
DelLayla XL (£249) and the Red Repeat
(589, The Quattro (£379) multi-FX
includes delay, chorus, compression and
bwo drives

First Line 01626 830336

www.carimartin.com

The EchoTone is the only Carl Martin pedal to come in this retro off-white finish
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